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President’s
REPORT

As another year has 
past, livestock values 
have soared and true 
price discovery has 
really shown us that the 
Auction methods is still 
number one!

This past year hasn’t 
come and gone without 
some industry struggles, 
LMAC board of directors 
and members have 
been discussing several 

issues. Some new and some we are still dealing with from 
previous years

Animal welfare, traceability, transfer of care documents, 
electronic logs for transport to name a few of the major 
items in most industry meetings. LMAC has been at the table 
representing, protecting and defending our industry and the 
important value that the auctions and marketers add to the 
Canadian cattle industry. 

LMAC stands strong to our beliefs that auction markets and 
assembly yards should not be the enforcers for a number of 
proposed regulations. 

We have been working hard on these topics, as they affect all 
sectors of our industry. 

Mandatory traceability has arrived. LMAC’s participation 
in meetings over the past 14 years on this file has paid off. 
LMAC was an important participate in the development of 
the Cattle Implantation Plan (CIP). Those recommendations

resulted in group movement reporting at auctions rather 
than individual scanning. 

Many virtual and in person meetings across the country have 
been attended by one of our representatives. Taking time 
from their personal lives to represent our marketing industry 
for years to come. 

We have made a great alliance with CCA and are grateful for 
their support to our organization. 

I hope as members you can be as proud as myself and all 
the board members to be part of this organization. These 
board members are always willing to put their LMAC hat 
on and represent our marketing sector for the best possible 
outcome nationwide. My term as president comes to an end 
at this meeting, I am proud of the accomplishments LMAC 
has made over the years and I intend to continue as an active 
member in this great organization. 

Sincerely yours,  
Brock Taylor 
President
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Executive
Administrator’s REPORT

Livestock Markets Association of 
Canada
LMAC represents the marketing sector 
on a number of current files at the 
national level, and when required, 
offers resources to its provincial 
member associations and individual 
members. LMAC is actively representing 
its members at numerous in-person 

meetings, as well as many conference calls and webinars 
during the year. The following are active files that LMAC has 
been representing its members on over the past year: 

Electronic Log Devices
LMAC, along with CCA, met with representatives of CFIA 
to discuss E-LOGs. LMAC, with the support of CCA and the 
National Cattle Feeders Association, has asked that the 
livestock industry be granted some “flexibility” for livestock 
haulers. The ask was to implement the same policy as the 
USA where the transporter is granted an extension of 150 air 
miles to get to their final destination or a suitable place to 
stop and unload their live cargo. CFIA explained that “hours 
of service” regulations fall under the jurisdiction of Transport 
Canada, while the enforcement is done at the provincial level. 
They recognized that “HOS” regulations could contribute to 
animal welfare issues for livestock forced to sit on transporters 
for eight hours while the drivers were on “reset.” LMAC also 
attended a meeting with Agriculture Minister Marie-Claude 
Bebeau, where the topic was also discussed. Minister Bebeau 
suggested that she would look into the issue and offer 
assistance if possible. Industry was advised that they should 
continue to lobby Transport Canada on this issue. LMAC and 
CCA, along with industry partners, will continue to explore 
opportunities to get the extension. The legislation is federal, 
but the enforcement is provincial. This extra layer of jurisdiction 
makes it more difficult to get standard enforcement across the 
country. 

Transfer of Care Documents (TOC)
LMAC met with representatives of CFIA to further discuss 
the Transfer of Care document requirements. In 2022, LMAC, 
with the support of CCA, made an official request to CFIA that 
cattle producers, whose livestock had travelled less than 500 
km to be delivered to intermediate sites, would be exempt 
from mandatory TOC requirements, provided there were no 
compromised animals on the load. LMAC representative Rick 
Wright attended a number of meetings in person and via 
Zoom on this request. This included a face-to-face meeting 
with the president of CFIA in Ottawa where key members of 
CCA also attended. CFIA indicated that an exemption would 
not be possible and was not on the table for further discussion. 

LMAC advised CFIA that producers are still not aware of the 
requirements. LMAC stated that hard enforcement during 

the fall run would create push back from the producers and 
industry and would not result in CFIA’s desired outcome on this 
file. There were further discussions at a number of meetings 
during 2022 on TOC documents. CFIA agreed to have their 
inspectors work on education with stakeholders during the 
fall run, rather than on enforcement.

LMAC agreed to work on a joint project that provided cattle 
marketing centres with information post cards that were 
paid for by CFIA and distributed by LMAC members as part 
of a producer educational program. LMAC advised both CFIA 
and CCA that there is confusion at the producer level on TOC 
requirements. LMAC advised that some of its members are 
adding the TOC required information on their receiving slips in 
an effort to be compliant. 

National E-Manifest
CCA discussed the possibility of having an e-manifest that 
would be recognized across Canada for producers and 
transporters to use. The concept would be to work with the 
existing infrastructure in the three western provinces and 
create an e-manifest that would have all of the information 
templates required for Transfer of Care, movement reporting 
and brand inspection. This will be a major undertaking as 
there would be ten provincial jurisdictions, as well as federal 
requirements. Currently there are no standard reporting forms 
for either TOC or movement reporting. LMAC will continue 
to support this concept, providing it is built on existing 
infrastructure in the western provinces and provides continuity 
for cattle producers across Canada.

Traceability
At the Ottawa meeting, LMAC met with CFIA and industry 
representatives regarding the publication in the Canada 
Gazette of the proposed regulations for Traceability and 
Movement. CFIA representative Dr. Heather Brown advised 
that there had been many changes to the proposed 
regulations since the original draft twelve years ago. She 
stated that the regulators had paid particular attention to 
the recommendations in the “Cattle Implementation Plan” 
developed by industry. LMAC, along with other industry 
stakeholders, played a lead role in the development of the CIP. 
Livestock markets and assembly yards will only have to report 
group movement, rather than individual tag ID numbers on 
arrival. They will not have to report move-out information. 
Reporting will have to be made within seven days. Tracking 
down missing information will not be the responsibility of the 
market. Cattle arriving at feedlots and packing plants will have 
to report individual CCIA tag numbers. Move-in reporting will 
be required from producers purchasing cattle such as bred 
cows, stockers, and feeders that are delivered to operations 
that are not intermediate sites. LMAC has expressed concerns 
that the majority of the smaller operators do not have the 
equipment to scan individual cattle arriving at their farms. 
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Some members of the marketing sector may offer scanning as a fee 
for service. However, the majority of intermediate sites are not able to 
scan large volumes at peak delivery times. At the CCA annual meeting 
in Ottawa, Dr. Brown from CFIA stated that the expected time frame for 
publication in Canada Gazette II would be in 2024, at which time the 
proposed regulations would become law and that there would be a 
one-year soft enforcement for implementation. Representatives from 
both LMAC and CCIA expressed concern over the delivery platform 
for the information from producers and intermediate sites. There 
was minor discussion regarding costs associated with the proposed 
regulatory changes. There was no commitment from government on 
compensation to industry for implementation costs and ongoing costs 
of supporting the mandatory movement reporting regulations. LMAC 
representatives will be meeting with CCIA, CCA, and National Cattle 
Feeders in May of 2023 to discuss the traceability implementation 
strategy and to form an industry approach to recovering traceability 
costs with funding from the federal government. 

Industry and other interested parties have until June 16, 2023 to 
file comments on the government website. LMAC will be preparing 
comments on the proposed regulations and encourages all LMAC 
members to review the proposed regulations and make comments 
if required. 

Vaccine Bank
CCA, with the support of LMAC and other industry stakeholders, was 
successful in its lobby efforts with the federal government for funding 
to establish a Vaccine Bank to combat the spread of foot and mouth 
disease. Industry has asked the Federal government for $4 million 
dollars to establish the bank. The closest existing bank is in the Unites 
States, and they have indicated that in the event of an outbreak, there 
would not be enough of the antigen required to make the vaccine to 
share with Canada. 

Beef Code of Practice 
The current Beef Code is currently up for review, which happens every 
five years. Industry is challenged with helping to update the code 
and make the changes to keep it current. LMAC was invited by the 
CCA Animal Health committee to participate in a closed workshop to 
discuss changes in the current Beef Code. The National Farmed Animal 
Care Council, at the request of the Federal Government, co-ordinates 
the code development. Currently, seven provinces use the “Codes of 
Practice” as reference material when making regulatory changes. The 
revisions of this code have just started, and LMAC will be working with 
CCA to protect the industry’s best interests. 

Intermediate Site Code of Practice
This code is a brand new code developed from scratch for auction 
markets, buying stations, assembly stations and feed and water 
rest stops. At the request of NFACC, LMAC played a lead role in the 
development of this code. LMAC representatives attended over 20 
meetings and committed over 120 hours toward this project. LMAC 
was the only cattle marketing organization invited to participate. 
Representatives from other species and stakeholders were on the 
development committee, including two animal rights organizations. 
The final draft is now completed and will be published in conjunction 
with the revised Transportation Code of Practice.

Transportation Code of Practice
Rob Bergevin represented LMAC on the revision of this code. The 
revisions are still ongoing and have been delayed due to requests 

from the transportation industry representatives. This code is a “best 
practice” code and is not the new transport regulations that came into 
force in 2022. 

National Farmed Animal Care Council
This organization has representatives from all sectors of the livestock 
industry, including auction markets, feedlots, packers, producer 
groups, the Canada Meat Council, major retailers, exporters and 
food industry groups. This organization is called upon to co-ordinate 
industry stakeholders on animal welfare issues. Rob Bergevin has been 
the LMAC representative in this organization. 

Canadian Livestock Identification Agency 
LMAC is one of the founding members of CCIA and has a seat on 
the board of directors. Ken Perlich is the LMAC representative on 
CCIA and is currently a member of the CCIA executive. LMAC will be 
working very closely with CCIA over the next 12 months. Now that the 
Traceability regulations have been published in the Canada Gazette I, 
the traceability file will be moving forward. LMAC will be determining 
basic costs for this requirement and ongoing services. LMAC will be 
working with CCIA in an effort to get funding to cover all or a portion 
of the implementation costs. As mentioned in previous reports, CCIA 
no longer lobbies on behalf of industry. CCIA is now a service provider 
to industry, providing secure data collection and storage, as well as 
selling and distributing approved livestock identifiers and reading 
equipment. 

Top-to-Top Meeting with CFIA
In August of 2022, LMAC representative Rick Wright was asked to 
join a three-person team from industry to meet face-to-face with the 
president of CFIA to discuss cattle related issues. The other members 
of the team were Dennis Laycraft and Reg Schellenberg from CCA. This 
was the first time ever that LMAC has been included in this annual 
meeting. CFIA President Siddika Mithani chaired the meeting. Topics 
discussed at the meeting included Humane Transport and Transfer 
of Care Documents, a Vaccine Bank for Canada, the upcoming 
Traceability requirements, import/export certificates, and updates on 
Animal Health Canada. President Mithani indicated that there would 
be discussion with her staff regarding LMAC’s and CCA’s concerns on 
TOCs. There were three follow up Zoom calls with CFIA staff over the 
ensuing two weeks. 

Canadian Cattle Association
Prior to 2018, LMAC had no representation at CCA, but in that year the 
association applied for and was granted associate member status on 
the CCA board of directors. This opened the door for LMAC to “piggy 
back” on CCA resources and opened many doors in government for 
direct lobbying efforts and discussions. LMAC representative Rick 
Wright sits at the board table at CCA and has input on all discussions 
that would impact the cattle market sector. LMAC also has voting 
rights on the Animal Health Committee that handles the traceability, 
transport and animal welfare files. This working relationship has been 
beneficial for both organizations. This year, LMAC will discuss the 
benefits of applying for full voting membership status in CCA. 

Respectfully submitted; 
Rick Wright 
CEO - Livestock Markets Association of Canada
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LMAC

Committees and Representatives
CCIA 
Ken Perlich 

Traceability Movement Reporting 
Larry Witzel, Rick Wright, Ken Perlich 

Compliance and Enforcement 
Rick Wright, Larry Witzel, Chance Martin  

Hall of Fame 
Allan Munroe, Larry Witzel, Bob Miller,  
Tyler Cronkhite, Brent Brooks 

Memorial Honour Roll 
Bob Miller, Rick Wright, Jason Danard 

Auctioneering Competition 
Rick Wright, Rob Bergevin, Craig Jacklin,  
Chance Martin, Brent Brooks Mark Ferraro 

Animal Welfare 
Brock Taylor, Jason Danard, Larry Witzel, Chance Martin 

Electronic Sales 
Jason Danard 

CCA 
Rick Wright, Jason Danard 

Labour 
Chance Martin, Tyler Cronkhite 

Finance 
Jason Danard, Craig Jacklin, Brock Taylor, Bob Miller 

Communications and Promotions 
Jason Danard, Rick Wright, Allan Munroe

Convention 
Rick Wright, Chance Martin, Larry Witzel,  
Brock Taylor, Mark Ferraro 

Membership 
Brock Taylor, Rick Wright, Mark Ferraro 

National Farm Animal Council 
Rob Bergevin, Chance Martin, Rick Wright 

Intermediate Site Code of Practice development 
Rick Wright 

Livestock Transportation 
Larry Witzel, Bob Miller, Rick Wright, Tyler Cronkite, Chance Martin 

Transfer of Care 
Rick Wright, Brent Brooks, Craig Jacklin, Brock Taylor, Larry Witzel 

E Logs and Hours of Service 
Mark Canart,  Jason Danard, Rick Wright, Craig Jacklin
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LIVESTOCK MARKETS ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Feb 11, 2023 | Calgary Alberta
In attendance: Bob Miller (for Mark Canart) Mountain, 
Markets Assoc. Chance Martin, Alberta Auction Markets 
Assoc.; Tyler Cronkhite, Livestock Marketers of Saskatchewan, 
Allan Munroe, Manitoba Livestock Marketers Association, 
Larry Witzel, Ontario Livestock Auction Markets Association. 
Brock Taylor President, Directors at Large Jason Danard, Craig 
Jacklin, Brent Brooks, Rick Wright, and Mark Ferraro.

President Brock Taylor called the meeting to order at 8:10 
A.M., greeted the delegates and established that a quorum 
was present. 

Moved by Jason Danard, Seconded by Craig Jacklin:
That agenda provided in the Feb. 2023 meeting book be approved. 
Carried 

The minutes from the Jan. 2022 Semi Annual Board meeting 
were reviewed. It was agreed that any outstanding business 
items from the minutes of that meeting were included in 
today’s agenda. 

The minutes of the May 5, 2022 Board of Directors meeting in 
Lloydminster were reviewed. 

Business from the Minutes Rick Wright reported that the 
LMAC’s request to CFIA for a Transfer of Care Document 
exemption for cattle traveling under 300 miles was denied by 
CFIA. He reported that several meetings had been held with 
CFIA and CCA. These included a Top-to-Top Meeting with the 
CFIA president in person in Ottawa. The final result was that 
CFIA agreed to direct their enforcement team to focus on 
producer and market education for the fall run rather than 
enforcement and AMPS. CFIA also developed an information 
card that was sent to all LMAC members to distribute to 
their customers as part of a joint educational plan between 
LMAC and CFIA. He reported that he had not been informed 
that any producers had been fined for TOC violations during 
the fall run. He did remind the LMAC board of directors that 
TOC’s will be a priority for CFIA inspectors in 2023. Some of 
the markets have added TOC information templates on their 
receiving slips for incoming cattle. 

Rick Wright reported that the National Farmed Animal Care 
Council had completed Code of Practice, for Intermediate 
sites. However the final draft had not been published 
for industry comments. The entire transport code re-
development has been put on hold due to concerns from the 
trucking industry regarding their participation in the code. No 
one seems to know when work on the transportation code 
and the intermediate site codes will continue.

The Beef code is up for renewal in 2023. LMAC will be 
participating through the Animal Health Committee on the 
Canadian Cattle Association committee. 

Moved by Chance Martin, Seconded by Tyler Cronkhite 
“That the Minutes of the May 5 LMAC Board of Directors meeting 
be accepted as presented in the meeting book.”
Carried 

Lee Irvine from ViewTrak attended the meeting to discuss 
software development for TOC storage and retrieval at 
auction markets. He advised LMAC that ViewTrak could easily 
develop software would interface with existing programs, 
allowing the markets to collect, store and make retrieval of 
TOC information very simple. He also advised that ViewTrak 
would be willing to work with LMAC members that are not 
ViewTrak customers to provide similar software. There was 
discussion and input from all of the Board members. Most of 
the markets reported that they are changing the templates 
on their delivery slips to include the required information. 
With regards to out going cattle, the responsibility to prepare 
the TOC is that of the buyer, the markets will supply the feed, 
water and rest information on request. After the discussion 
the general consensus from LMAC was that there was no 
need for ViewTrak to develop software to collect the data for 
LMAC members. Irvine was encouraged to reach out to LMAC 
members directly to assess their individual needs. 

The Board members received an update on the Transfer of 
Care Document requirements from CFIA. In the meeting book 
were the Official regulations under Part X11 section 153 of the 
Health of Animals Regulations for board members to use as 
reference material. 

The board was presented with the 2022 Convention Report. 
Rick Wright thanked both Brent Brooks and Tyler Cronkhite for 
their contributions in the sponsorship drive in Saskatchewan. 
He also recognized Michelle Brooks for her countless hours 
of work towards the 2022 Convention in Lloydminster. He 
reported that the 2022 convention was a financial success 
but expressed concerns on some cost overruns by the local 
committee. A detailed report on expenses and revenues for 
the 2022 LMAC convention was presented. Discussions were 
held on the different subjects regarding the convention. 

Moved by Larry Witzel, Seconded by Allan Munroe:
That the 2022 Convention financial report be approved and 
accepted as presented in the meeting book. 
Carried 

The 2022 LMAC Financial Report was presented to the LMAC 
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors was presented with 
detailed revenues, expenses along with accounts receivables 
and payables. Complete bank statements were made 
available to the directors to review as back up. 

Accounts receivable from LMS, OLAMA and AAA were 
discussed. Rick Wright gave a detailed report on LMAC 
expenses and the LMAC financial position at the end of 2022. 
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It was noted that once again that many of the directors do not 
claim expenses to attend the LMAC meetings, Wright pointed 
out that if all of the directors claimed the travel expenses 
incurred, LMAC would be operating a deficit position. He 
stressed the importance of the convention as a revenue 
stream for LMAC. 

Moved by Chance Martin, Seconded by Tyler Cronkhite:
That 2022 LMAC financial report and statement be accepted as 
presented in the meeting book. 
Carried 

The 2023 LMAC cooperating Budget was presented to the 
Board. 

Moved by Bob Miller, Seconded by Brent Brooks:
That the 2023 LMAC Budget be accepted as presented in the 
meeting book. 
Carried 

A letter was received from the Livestock Marketers of 
Saskatchewan following emails from their Secretary 
demanding an audited financial statement from LMAC. The 
letter questioned why LMAC does not have a GST number. 
The letter also asked for clarification as to the status of LMAC’s 
taxable position.

Rick Wright explained that he had advised LMS that a financial 
statement would not be available to the LMAC membership 
including LMS until after the Feb. 5, 2023 meeting pending 
approval from the Board of Directors. He also had advised that 
LMS has an appointed representative on the LMAC board and 
that both the current representative Tyler Cronkhite and LMS 
President Brent Brooks have full access to all financial reports. 

LMAC Administrator Rick Wright was asked for a historical 
review of discussions regarding GST, not for profit status and 
financial reporting. 

Wright explained to the LMAC Board of Directors in 2015, 
the current board of directors decided to form a finance 
committee. It was decided at that time that LMAC would no 
longer require a “notice to reader” from an accounting firm 
regarding year-end statement. The board at that time decided 
that there was no value for the cost of the service provided by 
Nosel and Nosel accounting firm. The finance committee was 
formed with Stewart Stone as chair. This committee was tasked 
with developing protocols for paying accounts and financial 
reporting. The committee also investigated the need for a GST 
number and any advantage/disadvantages of registering as a 
non-profit organization. Most of the discussion was centered 
on reporting requirements. 

The committee made the following recommendations to the 
board that were approved.

A. The finance committee would review the financial 
statement and make recommendations to the LMAC for 
approval. 

B. LMAC would no longer require a notice to reader at the 
end of each fiscal year

C. LMAC would not charge GST on their membership fees 
and convention fees, and would not apply for or require 
a GST number. 

D. LMAC would maintain an “Association Status” rather than 
apply for “non-profit status”. 

There was discussion about the letter from LMS. Both Tyler 
Cronkhite (LMS appointed representative ) and LMS President 
Brent Brooks (LMAC director at Large) reported that they 
knew a letter was forthcoming but stated they were unaware 
of the content or the circumstances behind the request. The 
LMAC Board was advised that LMS was in arrears for their 
2022 LMAC membership. 

Wright advised the board that he had made an advance 
payment of the 2022 convention profit share to LMS of 
$27,789.00 prior to the Feb. 5, 2023 meeting. He reported 
that he advised LMS that there were some outstanding 
accounts receivable from the convention. If those accounts 
were collected there could be an additional small payment 
from LMAC to LMS. As of Feb. 5 2023 Wright reported to the 
board outstanding accounts collected were $11,111.16, that 
an additional $5555.58 was payable to LMS.

The question was raised does LMAC pay LMS the additional 
$5555.58 from the convention profits or apply this payment 
to the LMS outstanding account for the LMS membership fee 
of $8000.00

Moved by Finance committee chairman Jason Danard, 
Seconded by Mark Ferraro 
That LMAC pay Livestock Marketers of Saskatchewan the 
additional $5555.58 as reported in the financial statement as an 
account payable to LMS from the profits of the 2023 convention. 
Carried 

After a long discussion the board members, especially the 
provincially appointed members were reminded that they 
are expected to keep their provincial associations informed of 
LMAC activities, positions and policies on LMAC business and 
participation in industry. 

Dennis Laycraft from the Canadian Cattle Association attended 
the meeting to bring the LMAC Board of Directors up-to-date 
industry items. The items discussed were traceability, transfer 
of care documents, Electronic logs and hours of service 
and the Vaccine bank. Laycraft reported that Ryder Lee was 
now employed by CCA and would be working with LMAC. 
Laycraft reinforced the importance of LMAC’s participation 
on a number current files. He discussed Canadian export 
opportunities, Country of Origin Labeling as well as Bill 82 
that was being discussed in parliament. 

Rick Wright reported on the Animal Health and Care 
Committee at CCA. This committee handles Traceability 
and Transportation issues as part of its mandate. The CCA 
had supported the LMAC request for an exemption for TOC 
arriving from locations under 500 Kms. This request was 
denied by CFIA. He reported that this request would probably 
be withdrawn, as CFIA was firm in their decision. He reported 
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that Traceability regulations would probably be published 
in the spring of 2022. He reported that the pork industry 
was pushing the government to speed up the process and 
get mandatory movement reporting regulated as soon as 
possible. LMAC declined to sign the Pig Trace letter to CFIA 
requesting that the traceability file be expedited. LMAC and 
CCA did not sign the letter as there was no clarity on the 
financial liabilities to the cattle industry or financial support 
from the government for implementation and on going 
costs. There were discussions on the Vaccine Bank and the 
development of an Emergency Strategy in the event of an 
outbreak of FMD. 

LMAC reviewed a draft document prepared by the Canadian 
Veterinary Medicine Association. (CVMA). This document 
contained proposed recommendations to the beef code. 
There were numerous references to animal welfare issues at 
Auction Markets. There were references made to the health 
and welfare risks to animals sold at auction markets and CFMA 
was calling for national standard for auction markets. Rick 
Wright reported that many of the concerns that were listed in 
the draft document had been addressed in the intermediate 
site code that LMAC participated in. LMAC Board members 
expressed concerns that LMAC or the marketing industry had 
not been consulted by CVMA in the preparation of the paper. 
Much of the reference material was very outdated and some 
was from studies done outside Canada. Wright also reported 
that there was mention of this document in conference call 
minutes of the Animal Health and Care Committee of CCA. Dr. 
Leigh Rosengren from CCA had discussions with Dr. Tremblay 
of CVMA on this topic. Rick Wright was asked to investigate 
this issue further and report back to the board in May. 

There were reports on the CCA annual meeting in Ottawa 
March and the semi-annual meeting in Penticton in Aug. 
LMAC attended both meetings. 

Anne Brunet-Burgess the General Manager of the CCIA 
attended the meeting to discuss a number of topics. CCIA 
is celebrating 25 years in the industry. She reported on the 
new distribution center and CCIA headquarters. There was 
discussion on traceability with regards to ‘”group movement” 
reporting. Those discussions also included a strategy for 
applying for funding for the implementation costs and 
on going costs. The big win for LMAC members was LMAC 
request in the Cattle Implementation Plan for “group 
movement reporting” on arrivals at intermediate sites rather 
than individual scanning of animals. There were discussions 
on Ultra High Frequency tags. Brunet-Burgess reported that 
the UHF tags are available and CCIA is testing some tags and 
readers, however there are no immediate plans to change the 
type of approved tags for industry to use. LMAC advised CCIA 
that Ken Perlich would be the LMAC representative for the up 
coming year. 

There was discussion on Electronic Log Devices and the affect 
on livestock haulers. A proposal from LMAC was developed 
and will be presented to Canadian Cattle Association, CFIA 
and Transport Canada. The proposal will be printed in the 
LMAC annual report. 

Moved by Allan Munroe, Seconded by Chance Martin:
That LMAC work with other industry stakeholders to develop 
a proposal that would harmonize the “hours of service” 
requirements for livestock haulers with those regulations currently 
being used in the United States. 
Carried 

The 2023 LMAC Convention and Canadian Livestock 
Auctioneering Championships. The dates will be May 11 
to May 14, 2023. The Pomeroy hotel in Olds Alberta will be 
convention headquarters. The Olds Auction Mart will be the 
host market and the Alberta Auction Markets Association 
will be the benefactor of a percentage of the profits of the 
convention. 

The following motions were made:

Moved by Tyler Cronkhite, Seconded Mark Ferraro
“The LMAC 2023 registration fees are set at $350.00 per person 
attending and that registrations will be done through Evenbrite”.
Carried 

Moved by Chance Martin, Seconded by Craig Jacklin
That after 25 years of no increases, the Hereford, Simmental, 
Charolais, Angus, Shorthorn and Limousin buckle sponsors fee be 
increased to $1500.00 per year. The increased fee would include 
one complimentary registration. 
Carried 

Moved by Craig Jacklin seconded by Larry Witzel.
That the sponsorship packages for the 2023 convention be 
adjusted.
$1000 sponsor package would include a 50% discount on one 
registration package. 
$2000 sponsor package would include one complimentary 
registration package.
$3000 sponsor package would include two registration packages.
$5000 sponsor packages would be customer designed to meet 
the sponsors request. 

Moved by Tyler Cronkhite, seconded by Chance Martin 
“That LMAC contract Warwick Printers to produce high end glossy 
annual reports and that the same format as 2022 be used”. 
Carried 

Moved by Bob Miller, seconded by Allan Munroe:
That LMAC negotiate a contract with Mark Shologan of 
DLMS to produce all of the audio/visual material for the 2023 
convention. This would include auctioneer interviews, awards 
night interviews, completion and awards night broadcasts, Hall 
of Fame and Memorial Honour roll presentations along with 
audio and visual requirements for all functions at the convention 
central. 
Carried 

Moved by Rick Wright, seconded by Bob Miller”
“That LMAC purchase the trophy buckles and 10 ten prizes from 
Olson Silver from High River.” 
Carried 
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The board of directors reviewed a list of potential judges the 
top 6 were selected with 3 alternates for the live competition 
with top three plus 1 alternate were selected for the interview 
portion. 

The judges selected were Brad Martens, Dean Edge, Shannon 
Eaton, Todd Hudson, Chris Pletch and Nathan Phinney. 
Alternates were Don Raffan, Jay Jackson and Jack Chaffe.

Interview Judges selected were Bryan Danard, Cindy Ferraro 
and Ken Lindberg. Alternate was Scott Anderson. 

The Board was advised that Emily Getke was unavailable this 
year handle the photography requirements. Tyler Cronkite 
suggested that Graylyn Photography from Rimbey be 
approached. He supplied a quote sheet. 

Moved by Tyler Cronkhite, Seconded by Brent Brooks:
That LMAC negotiate a contract with Graylyn J Photography 
of Rimbey to provide the photography services for the 2023 
Convention. 
Carried 

Additional housekeeping items for the 2023 convention were 
discussed. Tammy Nichol and Craig Jacklin will be the official 
scorekeepers. Danny Skeels will act as master of ceremonies. 
Lindsay Smith from Prime Analytics will give the market 
outlook. The Board decided to have a panel discussion on 
what influences the decision on where and how producers 
sell and feeder source their cattle. The panel will consist of a 
market operator, order buyer, feedlot operator and producer. 
The conventioneers will tour the Olds College smart farm and 
beef projects. The National sponsor list was reviewed and 
sponsorship assignments were given to each of the board 
members. The Board of Directors supper will be held in Olds 
on May 10. The semi annual meeting will be held at 8:00 a.m. 
in the Pomeroy Hotel on May 11, 2023. 

Membership and membership fees were reviewed. Administer 
Rick Wright reported that under the current fee structure 
LMAC would not be financially sustainable if the directors all 
filed their expenses for reimbursement. 

Motion by Brock Taylor, seconded by Craig Jacklin 
“That current fee structure remains the same as the 2022 level. 
That the membership fees be reviewed at the 2024 spring 
meeting.” 
Carried 

There was discussion regarding attendance at the LMA 
and World Auctioneering Championships in Punta Gorda, 
Florida in June 2023. After a round table discussion the Board 
recommended that the $5000 required to send 2 LMAC 
delegates would be better off directed to industry meetings 
in 2023. 

Rick Wright reported that CCA meetings this year would 
be held in Ottawa in March and Calgary in August. He also 
reported that if the traceability regulations were printed in 
the Gazette this year, there would be additional meetings to 

attend. 

Moved by Larry Witzel, seconded by Mark Ferraro:
“That Rick Wright is authorized to attend on behalf of LMAC 
the required CCA and Traceability meetings in 2023 and be 
reimbursed necessary expenses.”
Carried 

The LMAC Committee list was reviewed and populated for 
2023. The complete will be available in the 2023 annual report. 

The topic of Presidential transition was discussed. Brock 
Taylor’s term as President expires on May 13, 2023 at the 
annual meeting. Administrator Rick Wright reminded the 
board that the Vice President position is currently open and 
there were two options.

A.  Elect or Appoint a Vice President from within the Board 
of Directors.

B.  Extend Taylor’s term by one year while a suitable 
replacement was found.

A roundtable discussion produced the following three 
persons that were interested in filling the Vice-President 
position. Chance Martin, Jason Danard and Craig Jacklin. It 
was decided that the board of directors would vote with a 
secret ballot. Bob Millar and Rick Wright were appointed to 
count the ballots. 

After the first round Jason Danard was elected to the 1st Vice 
President positions. A second vote was taken for 2nd Vice 
President; Craig Jacklin was elected to fill that position. 

There was discussion on the Executive Administrator’s 
position; Rick Wright informed the board that he is working 
on an exit strategy and retirement from the position. He 
suggested that LMAC should start looking for some one 
suitable as a replacement and if board wishes he could 
mentor and train someone for the position. He indicated that 
he would give the board adequate notice of his intentions. 

The 2024 convention was discussed; with the current site 
location formula it would be Ontario’s turn to host the event. 
The two logical host locations were Ontario Stockyards in 
Cookstown or OLEX in Waterloo. The board felt that 2024 
should be offered first to OLEX as recognition of Larry 
Witzel’s long-term dedicated service to LMAC. Mark Ferraro 
from Cookstown was in agreement as he had personal 
commitments for 2024 but offered to host in 2025 if Ontario 
if OLEX was unable to host the event. Larry Witzel agreed to 
take the host proposal back to OLEX and have discussions 
with his staff and landlord at the market. 

The Manitoba delegation at the meeting stated that Manitoba 
would consider hosting in 2024 if Ontario was not ready, 
otherwise they would be prepared to host in 2025 with the 
host market to be determined. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 P.M.
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LMAC Report on Electronic Logs  
& Hours of Service Regulations
ELD REPORT

The Livestock Markets Association of Canada is working with 
other industry stakeholders in an effort to get the Federal 
Government to review the “hours of service” regulations for 
livestock haulers. The mandatory enforcement of the “hours 
of service” regulations came into effect on January 1, 2023. 
The ELDs regulations are under the mandate of Transport 
Canada and enforcement is done at the provincial level. 
Animal welfare falls under the jurisdiction of CFIA. Industry is 
asking that both Transport Canada and the CFIA jointly work 
to harmonize Canadian live animal transport regulations 
with the U.S. legislation. The U.S. has recognized the unique 
challenges associated with animal transport. In the USA, 
livestock haulers have the flexibility of being able to extend 
the “hours of service” if the transporter is within 150 air miles 
of the destination. Livestock transporters are also exempt from 
the “hours of service” regulations if they are hauling livestock 
within 150 air miles from the origin. These exemptions allow 
flexibility in delivering the animals to their destination in a 
timely and safe manner. Industry is also requesting that the 
hours that livestock haulers wait to get loaded not be counted 
against their total hours of service. Auction markets and 
intermediate sites are being urged to find ways to reduce “wait 
times for loading” at their locations, especially during seasonal 
peak times. 

Currently Electronic Log Devices automatically begin 
calculating a driver’s hours of service as soon as the truck 
reaches a speed of six kilometres per hour, which may be well 
in advance of when animals are actually loaded and ready for 
transit. The chance of drivers reaching their maximum hours of 
service due to unforeseen delays before reaching the animals’ 
destination increases considerably. If the livestock on the 
trailer are forced to sit on the trailer during the driver’s reset, 
the possibility of animal welfare issues and concerns also 
increases. The 150 air miles exemption would considerably 
reduce the event of either of these concerns happening. 

The Livestock Industry feels that the solution to their concerns 
about no flexibility in the hours of service regulations could 
be addressed in Subsections 76(1) and (2) of the Commercial 
Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service Regulations. It would permit 
drivers to extend the driving time allowed during adverse 
driving conditions or emergency situations in order to reach 
their destination for the safety of the occupants and the 
security of the load. 

Industry is calling the Ministers in charge of both Transport 
Canada and of Agriculture to open discussions immediately 
to address this issue in the transport industry. LMAC has made 
their concerns known to Dr. Ireland, the Chief Veterinary 
Officer of Canada and attended a meeting where CCA 
President Nathan Phinney made industry’s concerns known to 
Agriculture Minister Bibeau. 
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Transfer of Care Documents
UPDATE

LMAC has no issue with the requirement of documents when 
an animal arrives at an Intermediate Site that is compromised 
or becomes compromised while at the intermediate site. 
A plan for the care or disposal of the animal in question 
should be activated. However the following items have been 
addressed with CFIA representatives on this issue of signing 
off on Transfer of Care documents on compromised animals.

a. The intermediate owners are not comfortable having to 
have their employees sign off on cattle delivered to their 
sites by employees that do not have the experience or 
knowledge to make the call. They feel that they could 
be held liable for a number of things once the employee 
signs the document. 

b. The standard business practice is that the market 
provides the person delivering the livestock a receiving 
slip that acknowledges the delivery of X number of cattle 
and where the payment is to be sent. If there were any 
obvious problems with any of the delivery it would be 
noted on that slip. The cattle are inspected at sorting 
(after delivery) and if there are any other problems the 
owner is notified. The common understanding is that 
intermediate site has accepted delivery of those animals 
once the delivery slip has been issued. 

c. If there is an unfit animal or noticeably compromised 
animal on delivery the receiving staff will usually call 
someone in authority for instructions on how to deal with 
the animal in question. This person would usually have 
the authority to initiate the plan dealing with the animal 
in question. If the animal in question does not come off 
the truck, the intermediate site is not responsible and 
reserves the right to refuse delivery. 

d. When it comes to euthanizing an animal or declaring it 
unfit/compromised the majority of the market owners 
feel that a neutral third party with proper training should 

be making the call, not the market employees. The owner 
of the animal will often dispute the assessment of the 
animal in question and the markets do not want to be 
liable and have to pay for an animal delivered that has no 
value. 

e. The requirement to euthanize unfit animals that are 
conscious in the trailer is problematic. Market employees 
are not allowed to go on to trailers. It can be very 
dangerous to get close enough to the animal especially 
if they are under extreme stress. Animal welfare should 
never trump human safety in this situation. Most of the 
intermediate sites are public and do not have firearms on 
site. Most do not have bolt guns. 

f. The majority of animals that are being delivered to the 
markets for sale are covered by insurance for injury 
while in transit and prior to sale while at the market. 
The insurance does not cover existing condition prior to 
loading and does not cover health related issues. If the 
animal deemed unfit or compromised and has to be 
destroyed the (not covered by insurance) intermediate 
site is left with the costs of the euthanizing and the 
carcass disposal. Assistance from CFIA on collecting 
fees, which could be over $500.00 from the owner or 
those responsible for the injury, would be helpful. The 
costs of caring for the compromised animal while at 
the intermediate site, should be the responsibility of the 
owner, however currently the cost usually falls on the 
intermediate site. 

Currently many intermediate sites are reluctant to off load 
or deal with compromised animals in transit that are not 
consigned to their location because of the potential cost and 
liability. The current regulations make the “Good Samaritan” 
service previous provided to transporters a liability. 
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Traceability Alert

LMAC

Policy onTraceability

On Friday afternoon, March 17, the Federal Government 
published to the new regulatory changes for livestock 
traceability in the Canada Gazette. Industry now has 90 days to 
make comments on the proposed regulatory changes. 

LMAC urges everyone to read the publication to see if and how 
it will affect the business process at your individual business 
and at the industry level. Comments must be made prior to 
June 16, 2023 and must be made using the CFIA website 
online format.

LMAC will attend an Industry Stakeholders meeting in Calgary 
in mid-May to formulate an industry strategy to deal with the 
implementation of traceability in the cattle industry. 

LMAC’s position on traceability and the reporting of livestock 
movement has not changed. CFIA representatives have 
reported that many of the recommendations that were 
included in the Cattle Implementation Plan (CIP) were included 
in the final draft published in the Canada Gazette 1.

LMAC played a lead role in the development of the CIP 
recommendations. The core of the plan was developed over 
12 years ago, with modifications since that time. LMAC’s 
recommendations for group movement reporting for cattle 
arriving at intermediate sites were included in the final 
regulatory draft. 

The Livestock Markets Association of Canada supports 
traceability in principle, with the following caveats: 

1. That traceability regulations do not negatively affect the 
speed of commerce at auction markets, buying stations 
and assembly yards. 

2. That the traceability regulations do not alter market 
neutrality by giving one sector of the industry an 
advantage or disadvantage over another, thus influencing 
how producers market their livestock. 

3. That the costs of implementing traceability do not 
outweigh the benefits. 

4. That implementation of traceability regulations does 
not cause more handling of the livestock, thus creating 
weight loss, thus devaluing the livestock. 

5. LMAC supports the use of “group movement documents 
and group movement reporting” on all livestock delivered 
to auction markets, buying stations and assembly yards. 
LMAC does not support mandatory scanning and 
reporting of individual animals at these sites. 

At this time, LMAC is not aware of any financial commitment 
from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada to cover the costs 
of implementation of the mandatory movement reporting. 
Group movement reporting for cattle is included in the 
proposed amendments. As auction mart and intermediate 
site operators, you will be required to report all arrivals at your 
location. 

LMAC will be working closely with CCA and our other industry 
partners on this file. I will be forwarding you updates and 
progress and strategy once we have had the opportunity to 
read and fully understand the proposed changes. 
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LMAC MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

Strong Membership Makes a Difference!

The Livestock Markets Association of Canada’s Board of 
Directors represents the livestock marketing industry on 
a number of issues that support the sustainability of our 
industry. 

LMAC is made up of five appointed directors, one from each 
province west of Quebec, and five directors-at-large elected 
by the membership at the Annual General Meeting. The 
executive is appointed at the recommendation of the board 
of directors, with approval from the membership. The LMAC 
board of directors meets in person twice a year and deals with 
committee meetings and other issues via conference calls. 
Some of the board members serve on external committees 
such as Canadian Cattle Identification Agency, CCA and IGAC. 
LMAC is always looking for new directors to fill the directors- 
at-large positions on the board. A term on the LMAC Board of 
Directors can be very rewarding. If you are interested in serving 
the marketing industry on the LMAC board, please contact 
Brock Taylor or Rick Wright about letting your name stand. 
This is an excellent opportunity to work with and become one 
of the marketing industry’s leaders. This year there are two 
directors-at-large (two year term) positions to be filled at the 
AGM on Saturday morning.

LMAC Board
of Directors

BROCK TAYLOR – LMAC President Brock is co-
owner of Taylor Auctions, in Melita, Manitoba. His market 
holds regular cattle sales and offers export testing. 
Taylor auctions also operate live farm equipment and 
consignment sales with Internet bidding. He has been 
on the LMAC board for six years and served on numerous 
committees. His term as president expires this year. 

JASON DANARD is a partner in the Calgary Stockyards 
Strathmore Ltd., and is the managing partner in TEAM, 
The Electronic Auction Market. Jason was elected as a 
director-at-large in 2018 and has been a LMAC member 
since 2013. Jason will be moving into the President’s 
chair at the 2023 Annual meeting. Jason and his partners 
hosted the convention and auction competition in 2013, 
and he has judged the competition twice. He serves as 
chair of the Finance committee and the Electronic sales 
committee. Jason has been a director with the Alberta 
Livestock Dealers and Order Buyers Association for 20 
years and is currently serving as their vice president. Jason 
is also the chair of the Alberta Livestock Patrons Assurance 
Fund. He has served on numerous industry committees 
and brings a wealth of experience to the LMAC. 

ALLAN MUNROE owns the Killarney Auction Mart in 
southern Manitoba. He was elected as President of the 
Manitoba Livestock Marketing Association in the spring of 
2022. Allan has been an active member of both MLMA 
and LMAC. He has competed in many of the LMAC 
auctioneering competitions. He is the appointed delegate 
representing Manitoba on the LMAC board of directors. He 
is now completing his second year on the LMAC board of 
directors. 

LARRY WITZEL is the owner-operator of the Ontario 
Livestock Exchange in Waterloo, Ontario. Larry has been 
on the LMAC board for over 25 years and is the appointed 
delegate from Ontario. In the past year he was a lead in 
the revitalization of OLAMA in Ontario. Larry serves on a 
number of important LMAC committees and is respected 
by both industry and government. Larry Witzel was 
rewarded for his dedication to LMAC by being inducted 
into the LMAC Hall of Fame. He has served as President of 
both LMAC and OLAMA.

RICK WRIGHT is the longest serving LMAC Board 
member having served on the LMAC board for over 30 
years. He managed livestock markets for 29 years and has 
been an order buyer for the past 15 years. Rick operates 
his own cattle consulting business and order buys cattle 
for JGL Livestock. He has been the Executive Administrator 
of LMAC since 2014 and serves as director at large. He is a 
past President of LMAC and a Hall of Fame inductee.

CRAIG JACKLIN has been a Director at Large since 
2017. He will move in the Vice-President position at the 
2023 annual meeting. Craig has been in the livestock 
marketing business for over 20 years and is currently 
the Operations Manager for the VJV Livestock Marketing 
Group. VJV operates livestock auctions in Alberta and 
British Columbia. Craig is a past president of the Alberta 
Auction Markets Association. He also works as the LMAC 
liaison with some of LMAC’s largest corporate sponsors.

TYLER CRONKHITE is a co-owner and manager of the 
Cowtown Livestock Exchange in Maple Creek, SK. He is the 
appointed delegate representing the Livestock Marketers 
of Saskatchewan. He is a Man/Sask auctioneering 
champion and has competed in numerous LMAC 
competitions. He is just completing his second year on the 
LMAC board of directors. Tyler was recently appointed to 
the LMAC Hall of Fame selection committee. 

CHANCE MARTIN is a former LMAC Champion 
Auctioneer and is a co-owner of the Thorsby Stockyards 
Inc. in Alberta. He was elected as a director- at-large in 
2018 and is currently the President of the Alberta Auction 
Markets Association. Chance and his partners were the 
hosts of the 2019 convention and auction competition. 
Chance sits on the LMAC Labour Committee, Auction 
Competition and Convention Committee. He has both 
judged and performed master of ceremonies duties at 
the Canadian Livestock Auctioneering Championships. 
Chance is currently the appointed delegate representing 
AAMA on the LMAC board of directors. 
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MARK CANART is the appointed delegate representing 
the Mountain Livestock Markets Association of BC. Mark 
operates Canart Cattle Company an order buying and 
assembly yard in the Kamloops area. He also operates a 
fleet of livestock trucks and brings valuable insight to the 
transportation recommendations from LMAC. Mark brings 
over 45 years experience in the cattle marketing and 
feeding industry. When Mark is away, Bob Miller serves as 
the alternate representative. Mark has judged at the LMAC 
competition twice. 

BRENT BROOKS was elected as director at large in 
2018. He is the owner of Northern Livestock Sales with 
branches in Lloydminster, Meadow Lake and Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan. Brent is currently the President 
of the Livestock Marketers of Saskatchewan. Brent was 
the host market for the 2022 LMAC convention. He is 
a very strong supporter of LMAC and serves on many 
committees both provincially and nationally. 

MARK FERRARO: Mark was elected as director-at-
large at the 2022 LMAC annual meeting. Mark owns and 
operates livestock markets at Brussels and Cookstown Ont. 
The Brussels Market was the host of the very successful 
LMAC convention in 2016. Mark is also active in the farm 
machinery and equipment industry. He was a judge at the 
Auctioneering Championships in Whitewood, SK in 2018. 

ROB BERGEVIN – LMAC Past President Rob is the co-
owner of Foothills Auctioneers Inc. in Stavely, Alberta. 
He was first elected to the Board of Directors as a 
director- at-large. In 2014.. He hosted the 2013 LMAC 
convention in Stavely/ Calgary. Rob has participated in 
the LMAC auctioneering championship many times. 
He is the Past President of the Alberta Auction Markets 
Association. Rob capably served as LMAC President for a 
three year extended term due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He has been an outstanding LMAC representative on 
numerous committees and will continue to serve on 
select committees. He is also actively involved in the 
International Auctioneering Championships held at the 
Calgary Stampede.
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2023 LMAC

Membership List
ALBERTA – Alberta Auction 
Markets Association 
Bow Slope Shipping Association 
Brooks, AB 

Calgary Stockyards Strathmore  
Strathmore, AB 

Dryland Cattle Trading Corp. 
Veteran, AB 

Foothills Auctioneers Inc.  
Stavely, AB 

Innisfail Auction Market  
Innisfail, AB 

Medicine Hat Feeding Co.  
Medicine Hat, AB 

Olds Auction Mart Ltd.  
Olds, AB 

Perlich Bros. Auction Market Ltd. 
Lethbridge, AB 

Picture Butte Auction Market  
Picture Butte, AB 

Provost Livestock Exchange  
Provost, AB 

S.A.L.E – Fort MacLeod Auction  
Fort MacLeod, AB 

Stettler Auction Mart  
Stettler, AB 

Thorsby Stockyards Inc.  
Thorsby, AB 

VJV Auction Beaverlodge  
Beaverlodge, AB 

VJV Auction Ponoka  
Ponoka, AB 

VJV Auction Rimbey  
Rimbey, AB 

VJV Auction Westlock  
Westlock, AB 

 
BRITISH COLUMBIA – Mountain 
Livestock Markets Association 
B.C. Livestock Producers Co-Op  
Kamloops, BC 

B.C. Livestock Producers Co-Op  
Williams Lake, BC 

B.C. Livestock Producers Co-Op  
Okanagon Falls, BC 

B.C. Livestock Producers Co-Op  
Vanderhoof, BC 

Bill Marshal  
Kelowna, BC 

Canart Cattle Co. - Mark Canart  
Monte Creek, BC 

Ellis Cattle Co. - Clint Ellis Stn.  
Aldergrove, BC 

Miane Creek Livestock  
- Mike Nikolaisen 
Armstrong, BC 

VJV Auction Dawson Creek  
Dawson Creek, BC 

MANITOBA – Manitoba 
Livestock Marketing 
Association 
007 Feeders  
Souris, MB 

2B Land and Cattle  
Ashern, MB 

3K Holdings  
Roblin, MB 

Agri Distributors Inc.  
St Paul, MB 

Ben Fox  
Dauphin, MB 

Cattlex Ltd. Andy Drake 
Hamiota, MB

Chopper K Auction Mart  
Alameda, SK 

D.J. (Don)  MacDonald Livestock,  
Ninette, Mb.

Double J Livestock  
Winnipeg, MB 

Gladstone Auction Mart Ltd.  
Gladstone, MB 

Grunthal Livestock  
Auction Mart Ltd.  
Grunthal, MB 

Hamiota Feedlot  
Hamiota, MB 

Heartland Livestock Sales  
Brandon, MB 

Heartland Livestock  
Virden, MB 

Interlake Cattlemen’s Co-operative 
Association Ltd.  
Ashern, MB 

Jack Auction Group  
Virden, MB 

Killarney Auction  
Mart Killarney, MB 

JGL Livestock  
Moosejaw, SK 

Martin Livestock  
Elkhorn, MB 

McDowell Stock Farms  
Deleau, MB 

McSherry Livestock Farm  
Teulon, MB 

Montgomery Stock Farms 
Wapella SK

Norman Anderson & Sons  
Souris, MB 

P Quintaine & Sons  
Brandon, MB 

Penno Livestock  
Rivers, MB 

Prairie Livestock 
Moosomin SK

Ransom Cattle Co.  
Boissevain, MB 

Rick Wright Cattle Consulting 
Virden, MB 

Rockin U Feeders  
McGregor, MB 

Scott Bros. Livestock  
Boissevain, MB 

South East Livestock  
Winnipeg, MB 

Ste. Rose Auction Mart  
Ste. Rose du Lac, MB 

Taylor Auctions Exports & Assembly  
Melita, MB 

Titan Livestock 
Hamiota, MB

TJ Livestock  
Oakview, MB 

Trever Frattinger 
Elkhorn MB

WD Livestock 
Roblin, MB 

Whitewood Livestock Sales  
Whitewood, SK 

Winnipeg Livestock Sales  
Winnipeg, MB 

 
ONTARIO – Ontario Livestock 
Auction Markets Association 
Aylmer Stockyards Inc.  
Aylmer, ON 

Brussels Livestock  
Brussels, ON 

Dave Carson Farms  
& Auction Services 
Listowel, ON

D.H. Hickson Limited  
Campbellford, ON 

Embrum Livestock Exchange Ltd.  
Greenly, ON 

Kawartha Lakes Co-operative 
Auction Market Inc.  
Woodville, ON 

Keady Livestock Market,  
Tara, ON

Maplehill Auctions Ltd.  
Hanover, ON 

Ontario Livestock Exchange Inc.  
Waterloo, ON 

Ontario Stockyards Inc.  
Cookstown, ON 

Ottawa Livestock Exchange  
Greenly, ON 

Renfrew-Pontiac Livestock Ltd.  
Cobden, ON 

Vankleek Hill Livestock Exchange  
Vankleek Hill, ON 

LIVESTOCK MARKETERS of 
SASKATCHEWAN 
Calgary Stockyards Ltd.  
Calgary AB 

Canadian Cattle Buyers Credit  
Moosejaw SK 

Cowtown Livestock Exchange  
Maple Creek, 

Eaton Livestock 
Lloydminster SK

Gibson Livestock 
Moose Jaw, SK 

Heartland Livestock Services 
St. Albert AB

Heebner Cattle Co.  
Westlock Ab. 

Holdstock Livestock  
Weyburn, SK 

JGL Grain  
Moosejaw AB 

JGL Livestock  
Moose Jaw, SK 

Johnstone Auction Mart Ltd.  
Moose Jaw, 

Kelvington Stockyards  
Kelvington, SK 

Mankota Stockmen’s Weigh Co. 
Mankota SK

Meadow Lake Stockyards Ltd.  
Meadow Lake, SK 

Miller Livestock  
Saskatoon, SK 

Northern Livestock Sales  
Lloydminster, SK 

Northern Livestock Sales  
Prince Albert  
Prince Albert, SK 

Prairie Livestock  
Moosomin, SK 

Saskatoon Livestock Sales 
Saskatoon, SK 

Spiritwood Stockyards Ltd. 
Spiritwood, SK 

Weyburn Livestock Exchange 
Weyburn, SK 

 
Quebec 
Reseau Encans, Edoardo Maciocia 
St-Isidore QC

Reseau Encans, Mario Maciocia 
St- Hyacinthe QC
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2013

2017

2012

2016

2011

2015

2019

JIM WIDEMAN
Waterloo, ON

BLAIR VOLD
Ponoka, AB

2010

2014

2018

RALPH VOLD
Ponoka, AB

RICK WRIGHT
Virden, MB

GENE PARKS
Whitewood, SK

ROY RUTLEDGE
Assiniboia, SK

LARRY WITZEL
Waterloo, ON

RON SIM
Red Deer, AB

KEN HURLBURT
Lethbridge, AB

MIKE FLEURY
Aberdeen, SK

LIVESTOCK MARKETS ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

Hall of Fame Inductees
 The LMAC Hall of Fame was established to recognize those individuals who have devoted time and made extraordinary 
contributions to LMAC and the livestock marketing industry. These individuals are leaders in the industry and were difference 
makers on both a national and provincial level. 

BILL JAMESON
Moose Jaw, SK

2022
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2023 Canadian Livestock
Auctioneer Championship Trailer

The 2023 Canadian champion will receive a full one-year use of a 2023 20-foot Gooseneck EBY 

Maverick all Aluminum Gooseneck Livestock Trailer, retailing at over $45,000.00. The trailer will 

come fully equipped for farm and ranch use and logo’d with the Champion’s name and status 

as well as sponsor information. 

The trailer must be insured with all perils at new replacement cost coverage in the champion’s 

name, showing T Down Trailers Ltd. as the payee and plated in the Champion’s name in their 

respective province showing T Down Trailers Ltd. as the lessor. The champion will be responsible 

for these two costs. A written contract will be signed at the convention agreeing to the terms 

and conditions, and arrangements will be made to deliver the trailer. 

At the end of the one-

year term, the Champion 

will agree to return the 

trailer to  a designated 

EBY dealership  in clean 

condition with the  normal 

wear and tear, or  will have 

the first option  to purchase the unit at a reduced rate from T-Down Trailers Ltd. financing; a 

lease to own arrangement can be negotiated on request from the winner. If the winner wishes 

to upgrade the trailer to a different unit, with the intention of keeping the unit in the future, he 

may do so by paying for the upgrades at the beginning of the term and realizing the discount 

at the end of one year. 

Ross W. Annett T Down Trailer Sales
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Memorial Honour Roll
The Livestock Markets Association Canada has introduced the “Memorial Honour Roll”. The idea is to recognize persons in the 
livestock marketing industry who were influential in, and have left a positive mark on, the marketing sector. These nominees 
have passed on, but LMAC feels that it is important to recognize their contributions to the industry they dedicated their lives to. 
They were leaders in the industry and have been nominated to the Honour Roll by their Provincial Associations or LMAC. 

2023 INDUCTEES

John Milne
LMAC Secretary
Lethbridge, AB 

Jim Raffan
Livestock Dealer
Kamloops, BC 

Bert Lesage
Order Buyer
Notre Dame de Lourdes, MB

Bruce McCall
Brussels Stockyards
Brussels, ON

Stewart “Bud” Brown
Melbourne Stockyards
Melbourne, ON

Don Masson
Ste. Rose Auction Mart, Ste. 
Rose MB

Al Campbell
Hartford Insurance
Winnipeg, MB

Jack Daines
Innisfail Auction Mart
Innisfail AB

Charlie McKay
Stettler Auction Mart
Stettler, AB

Brian Hill
Order Buyer
Kersley, BC

Carl F. Hickson
Hoards Station Sale Barn/ 
Lindsay Sale Barn 
Lindsay, ON

John Heebner
Market Manager/Builder
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool/
Heartland Livestock

Brian Good
Industry Champion
Red Deer, AB

Ron Northcott
Order Buyer 
Regina, Sask. 

Bruce Whyte 
Mountain Markets Assoc. 
Kamloops, BC

James (Jimmy O) 
Oldershaw
Order Buyer 
Winnipeg, MB

Murray Morrison
Ontario Stockyards Inc. 
Cookstown, Ont. 

Carl “Slim” Dorin
Cattle Buyer
Kamloops, BC

Pete Gregory
Union Stockyards
Winnipeg, MB

Sheldon Nicholson
Heartland Livestock Services
Yorkton, SK

Terry Schetzsle
Dryland Cattle Trading Corp.
Veteran, AB

Leonard Patterson
Patterson’s Auction Mart
Dawson Creek, BC



20 LMAC 2023 ANNUAL REPORT

I am pleased to report to you for 
the first time as CCA President and 
share a few key highlights of the 
work undertaken by CCA over the 
past 12 months.  

2022 ended on a very difficult note. The Canadian cattle 
community lost a tremendous leader, mentor, and friend, 
with the sudden passing of Reg Schellenberg, President of 
the Canadian Cattle Association (CCA). Reg’s leadership and 
passion for our industry will be missed around the board 
table and at industry meetings and events. He worked hard 
for the betterment of our industry. His goal was to leave a 
vibrant industry for the generations to come. Reg’s legacy and 
contributions will be felt for many years.

I never imagined that this is how I would become CCA 
President. But I share the same passion as Reg for our cattle 
industry, and it is an honour for me to lead an organization 
with such a strong and rich history. It’s important to me and 
our entire board that we move forward on the important 
work that CCA undertakes on behalf of cattle producers across 
Canada. I am humbled by the board’s confidence in me by 
electing me as President at CCA’s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) in March. I’d like to extend congratulations to Tyler 
Fulton, who was elected as CCA’s Vice President. I look forward 
to working with Tyler, the board, and our industry partners to 
be a strong voice on the issues that matter the most. We are 
committed to making positive things happen for our industry. 

CCA’s 90th Anniversary
2022 marked CCA’s 90th anniversary and I am proud of 
our organization’s rich history. We need to look at our past 
successes and how we overcame past challenges to guide 
our industry to new heights. To commemorate this milestone, 
a series of vignettes highlighting the defining milestones of 
our organization and industry, which can be found on CCA’s 
YouTube Channel.

CCA’s new brand is here
In July 2022, CCA was proud to launch its new brand as the 
Canadian Cattle Association, paying tribute to our past while 
looking ahead to the future. Our new logo is inspired by the 
key elements of importance to our organization: Our country, 
our cattle, and our environment. 

The new brand will help open new opportunities to continue 
to tell our industry’s positive story when it comes to our 
environment, our economy, and our future as a country.  

Animal Health and Care 
There was a heightened focus on advocacy efforts related 
to Animal Health and Care policy priorities in 2022 and early 
2023, such as the urgent need for a Canadian Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD) vaccine bank, requirements for a Transfer of 
Care document and the Animal Transport Record as part of 
the Humane Transportation Regulations and our concerns 
with the mandatory use of electronic logging devices (ELDs) 
for livestock transporters.

Over the last number of years, CCA has advocated for a 
federally funded FMD vaccine bank and was heightened as an 
urgent advocacy priority in 2022. Federal Budget Day 2023 saw 
good news for the Canadian beef industry with Deputy Prime 
Minister and Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland announcing 
an investment of $57.5 million over five years to develop 
emergency response plans and establish the vaccine bank. 

With the ongoing threat of FMD remaining high, the 
establishment of this vaccine bank will be critical and helps 
provide our industry with one of the tools needed to regain 
Canada’s export markets if FMD finds its way here. While we 
hope the bank and emergency response plan is never needed, 
we welcome its introduction and look forward to working 
with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) on its 
implementation.

We have also been meeting with Parliamentarians and 
government officials to share our concerns related to ELDs for 
livestock haulers as there is potential for drivers to reach their 
maximum hours of service due to unforeseen delays before 
reaching the animals’ destination. Our request is that Transport 
Canada take immediate steps to harmonize Canadian live 
animal transport regulations with the legislation in the United 
States (U.S.). Our goal is to ensure both driver safety and 
animal welfare are considered in regulation and enforcement 
guidance. There is work to be done with provincial ministries as 
this is an area of provincial enforcement of federal regulations. 

In mid-March, the CFIA opened a 90-day consultation period 
on the proposed amendments to Part XV of the Health of 
Animals Regulations, citing the need for more effective and 
timely response to disease outbreaks and food safety issues, 
and improve support for disease surveillance activities. 

CCA is working closely with our partners in the livestock 
industry, including the Livestock Markets Association of 
Canada (LMAC), in reviewing the proposed amendments 
and in preparing comprehensive submissions during the 
comment period. We have been assured that the proposed 
amendments are consistent with the Cattle Implementation 
Plan. A major part of the preparation for giving industry 
feedback is analyzing the additional investment and costs 
required for implementation, which is a concern throughout 
the value chain.

LIVESTOCK MARKETS ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (LMAC)

Annual Report
CCA Update
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In 2022, CCA worked closely with the Livestock Markets 
Association of Canada (LMAC) on advocacy efforts concerning 
the Humane Transportation Regulations and specifically the 
Transfer of Care (ToC) document requirements. Numerous 
meetings were held with the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) staff during the spring and summer to discuss 
the operational aspects of the regulation’s implementation. 
Concerns were flagged with respect to the high volume of 
cattle at auctions and assembly yards during fall run. CCA 
shared information on ToC to increase producer awareness 
through Action News, CCA’s bi-weekly electronic newsletter. 
Further, a one-page mail out was prepared jointly between 
CCA, LMAC and the CFIA. This was identified as a successful 
avenue to engage producers, however, industry awareness 
and adoption of this document remains a concern.

Lastly, concerns have been identified about the continued 
increase in reporting requirements relating to livestock sales 
and movement. This includes the Transfer of Care Record, 
Animal Transport Record, anticipated movement reporting 
with traceability, and provincial livestock inspection manifests 
where applicable. The data required for compliance with these 
regulations are duplicated between these requirements and 
the process for sharing data differs. Currently, all reporting 
and recording is paper-based, and only provincial livestock 
manifests require a specific form.

Discussion on this issue at the Animal Health and Care 
Committee meeting during the CCA AGM in March centred on 
the needs and potential roles of all supply chain participants 
including LMAC, Canadian Meat Council (CMC), the Canadian 
Cattle Identification Agency (CCIA), the CFIA, and provincial 
livestock inspection services. There are opportunities and 
synergies that would be created through an app, but it was 
noted that the app should be a voluntary compliment to the 
current paper-based system. 

Trade Updates
International trade continues to be a key factor in our 
industry’s success. 2022 was another year seeing growth in 
beef exports. In 2022, beef and live cattle exports reached 
C$6 billion, compared to $5.4 billion in 2021. Our key markets, 
the U.S., Japan, South Korea and Mexico, continue to increase 
their demand for Canadian beef and cattle. Trade advocacy 
continues to be essential to the growth and diversification of 
beef exports. 

For most of 2023, the foreign trade file has kept us busy with 
issues that affect our ability to export Canadian beef. With 45 
per cent of Canadian beef heading for international markets, 
it’s important that policy decisions here at home – and by our 
key trade partners – benefit to producers, the broader industry, 
and consumers in each country. We are working hard to ensure 
that interests of beef producers are taken into consideration 
during these policy discussions and trade negotiations.

We look forward to continuing to work with LMAC to find 
workable policy solutions that can be shared with government 
to ensure the best outcome possible Canadian cattle 
producers and the broader industry, whether it is at home or 
on the international stage.

Sincerely,   
Nathan Phinney   
President, Canadian Cattle Association 
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Canadian law used to allow 
truckers to haul cattle for up to 48 
hours before requiring a 5-hour 
feed, water and rest break. A 4-hour 
grace period extended this to 52 
hours if they could reach the final 
destination before then. In 2017, 
the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency updated the livestock 
transport regulations to require a 
minimum 8-hour feed, water and 

rest break after a maximum 12 hours (very young calves) or 36 
hours (older cattle) in transit. They also eliminated the 4-hour 
grace period. 

But no one had ever tested whether cattle benefit from 
feed, water and rest breaks. Besides the fact that loading and 
unloading are stressful and pose the greatest risk for injury, 
the beef industry was concerned that freshly-weaned calves 
might not know enough to rest and eat and drink during those 
breaks. If not, the new regulations might just delay their arrival 
at the feedlot, keep them tired, hungry and thirsty longer, 
stress them more, and increase the likelihood that they’ll get 
sick. 

To answer these questions, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
(AAFC) and the Beef Cattle Research Council funded three 
research trials under the Beef Science Cluster to determine 
whether feed, water and rest stops during long distance 
transport benefit calf health and welfare. This research was 
done at AAFC Lethbridge by Drs. Karen Schwartzkopf-
Genswein and Daniela Meléndez Suárez, together with Boone 
Transport and Alberta Prime Transport. All three trials have 
been published in an online journal (PLoS One).

What They Did: Each study used a commercial trucker 
to haul at least 320 calves from the same farm. In Trial 1, 
preconditioned calves were hauled for either 12 or 36 hours, 
unloaded and rested for 0, 4, 8, or 12 hours, then reloaded and 
hauled another 4 hours to the feedlot. In Trial 2, both freshly-
weaned and preconditioned calves were either held overnight 
at an auction mart with feed and water and run through the 
ring or not (ranch direct), then loaded and hauled for 36 hours, 
unloaded and rested for 0 or 8 hours, then reloaded and 
hauled another 4 hours to the feedlot. In Trial 3, both freshly-
weaned and preconditioned calves were hauled for 20 hours, 
unloaded and rested for 0 or 8, then reloaded and hauled for 
another 4 or 15 hours to the feedlot. 

The research team left no stone unturned looking for impacts 
of weaning management, marketing practices, transport time 
and rest stops on calf health and welfare. In each trial, a huge 
number of measurements (weight, shrink, lameness, behavior, 
body temperature, and blood samples to assess stress, 
muscle damage and fatigue, dehydration, energy deficit, 

inflammation, trauma, infection, and immune function) were 
collected before each loading, after each unloading, and over 
the first four weeks in the feedlot (along with average daily 
gain, feed intake, feed:gain and health treatments).

What They Learned: The results were highly complicated, 
because they measured a lot of things, and how a group of 
calves responded to transport or a rest stop depended on 
how long the trip was, whether they were freshly-weaned or 
preconditioned, and whether they had come directly from 
the ranch or through an auction mart. But a few key things 
shone through. First, no calves were injured in any of the 
studies. Second, calves prefer shorter trips to longer trips. 
Third, preconditioned calves travel better than freshly weaned 
calves. There were no clear differences between the ranch-
direct calves and those that had spent the night with feed and 
water in an auction mart. 

But most importantly, rest stops did not provide any clear 
benefit to the health or welfare of the calves during the trip, 
and did not improve health or growth performance or during 
the first month in the feedlot. It is really unusual for researchers 
to find such consistent results in repeated experiments.

What it Means: With this science in hand, the Canadian Cattle 
Association has been working with the CFIA to try to find a way 
to focus regulatory enforcement on the spirit of the law (i.e., 
did the cattle reach their destination in good condition) rather 
than the letter of the law (i.e., did the driver obey the clock 
precisely?). In the meantime, Transport Canada’s driver’s hours 
of service rules have changed, taking livestock transit times 
and driver service times even further out of synch. The CCA 
will continue to advocate for regulatory guidance aimed at 
ensuring the health and safety of drivers, the public and cattle 
that avoids competitive disadvantages with other sectors and 
facilitates harmonization with regulations in the United States.

REST-STOP RESEARCH: 

The Results Are In
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Canadian auction market 
volumes in 2022 (including feeder 
cattle, cows, bulls, and electronic/
satellite) totaled 2.96 million 

head, down 4% from 2021 and down 2.3% from the five-year 
average. Auction market volumes declined in Alberta (-3%), 
Saskatchewan (-9%), Manitoba (-8%), and Ontario (-3%). Only 
British Columbia saw an increase in auction market volumes, 
up a substantial 15%. 

The number of cattle marketed through electronic/satellite 
auctions at 338,367 head in 2022, was down 5% from 2021 and 
represented 12% of all Western auction market volumes. This 
was the second-highest portion going through electronic/
satellite auctions, with 2021 being the highest.

Alberta fed steers averaged $172/cwt in 2022, up 10% 
from 2021 and only $11/cwt shy of the 2015 high. Despite 
the increase in prices, profits in the Western feedlot sector 
(based on cash sales with no risk management) were elusive 
as the Alberta cash-to-futures basis was the weakest since 
2007. Ontario fed steers averaged $181/cwt, up 17.5% from 
2021, with a cash-to-futures basis that averaged -$3.60/cwt, 
on tighter fed supplies. Ample cattle on feed inventories 
in Alberta and Saskatchewan kept Western fed cattle at 
a discount to Ontario fed cattle for the entire year, with an 
average discount of $7/cwt. 

Alberta 5-600 lb steers averaged $246/cwt in 2022, up 10% 
from 2021, and similar to 2014. Calf prices experienced a 
counter-seasonal rally in the second half of the year, as prices 
increased 8% from the second quarter to the third quarter. 
Ontario 5-600 lb steers were considerably choppier in 2022, 
and never quite found the same tailwinds that pushed Alberta 
steers. Ontario 5-600 lb steers averaged $243/cwt, 11% higher 
than 2021. Alberta 900+ lb steers averaged $202/cwt, up 
14.5% from 2021, with prices following seasonal trends.

Demand was strong from feedlots and resulted in a significant 
price premium compared to the five-year average, especially 
in the last half of the year. Ontario 900+ lb steers kept pace 
with their Alberta counterparts, increasing 18% from 2021 to 
$209/cwt.

Cull cow prices followed seasonal trends, although both 
Alberta and Ontario cull cows were at a considerable 
premium. Alberta D2 cows were up 18% from 2021 at $97/
cwt, the highest since 2017; and Ontario D2 cows were up 

31% from 2021 at $101/cwt, to be the third highest on record 
after 2014 and 2015.

Fall 2023 Feeder Cattle Outlook
North American cattle inventories are set to decline for the 
next two years, with tighter supplies driving prices higher. The 
feeder cattle futures continue to strengthen right through to 
the end 2023, the Canadian dollar has stabilized between 
$0.74 and $0.75, new crop corn futures are coming down on 

LIVESTOCK MARKETS ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

Canfax Report
April 17, 2023
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an anticipated larger US corn crop. All indicators point to a 
fall calf run that is projected to be stronger than last fall with 
Livestock Price Insurance offering top coverage levels above 
$300/cwt. In 2015, Alberta 550 lb steers average $305/cwt 
for the year. The yearling grasser run is currently projected to 
have a seasonal rally with the third quarter on-track to make 
a new record high.

Canfax is Canada’s source for cattle market information. Canfax 
has provided analysis of markets and trends in the ever-changing 
North American beef industry for over 50 years. Cattlemen, 
feedlot managers and agri-business professionals rely on 
accurate, relevant and timely information as an essential tool for 
maximizing profit and managing risk in today’s beef sector. For 
ongoing market analysis and to become a Canfax member, visit: 
www.canfax.ca.
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In-house distribution brings 
tags closer to industry
In early July, CCIA’s Distribution 
Center officially opened for 
business, opening doors to 
producers to access all approved 
CCIA tags on the market at 
competitive prices. With tags now 
in-house, there is a direct line with 
manufacturers, which helps issues 
get resolved as quickly as they arise 

and ultimately promotes a higher level of service to industry.

After launch, one of our first priorities was to catch up on 
backorders and build up tag inventory well in advance of the 
Fall run. By the end of summer, almost all backorders had been 
filled and the warehouse shelves were sufficiently stocked and 
ready to meet anticipated demand.

Ultimately, our goal in cutting out the distribution middleman 
was to keep revenues closer to home, improve access to all 
tags and accessories and promote efficiencies that are most 
important to industry, such as issue-resolution and product 
delivery. One of the new benefits that has received acclaim 
from local producers and dealers is the option to pick up 
orders in person at the warehouse in Calgary.

Aligned with the Distribution Center initiative was a revamp 
of tags.canadaid.ca – industry’s online webstore, designed to 
provide a seamless shopping experience for all tag purchasers. 
As more and more producers make the shift to self-serve 
ordering, feedback indicates that clients enjoy the convenience 
of being able to order from anywhere, anytime and appreciate 
the value of a speedy delivery straight to their mailbox.

UHF tag numbers now supported in CLTS
Responding to a need brought forward by industry and under 
the direction of the CCIA Board of Directors, on November 
10 CCIA announced the launch an initiative that links non-
approved Ultra High Frequency Technology (UHF) secondary 
tags to approved CCIA tags in the Canadian Livestock Tracking 
System (CLTS), database. This new feature allows UHF users to 
link the UHF tag to the CCIA tag, so when either tag is read, it 
points to the same animal in the database.

UHF technology is of interest to some segments of the industry 
where the technology is being leveraged for better record 
keeping. Key features of a UHF technology-based system 
include a longer read range and the ability to read many tags 
at once, making handling more efficient.

This new feature in the CLTS was made possible with the 
financial support of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada under 
the AgriAssurance Program.

CCIA partners with Cargill to promote sustainable beef
We are thrilled to become the chain of custody verification 
provider for Cargill’s delivery of the Certified Sustainable 
Beef Framework, established by the Canadian Roundtable 
for Sustainable Beef. CCIA and Cargill entered into a service 
agreement in (2022) that enabled all ear tag birthdates and 
movements recorded in the CLTS to be recognized when 
confirming eligibility of cattle harvested at either of Cargill’s 
two Canadian abattoirs. As part of the agreement, Cargill 
receives sustainabiliyt qualification status directly from CCIA 
for all processed ear tags of age-verified cattle.

CLTS enhancements progressed through the year
We are always looking for ways to enhance the functionality of 
the CLTS and leverage technology to help manage and protect 
the data. Here is a summary of some key enhancements which 
took place throughout the year.

Notably in 2022, the business rules regarding Age Verification 
were modified. Birthdate information entered after the animal 
is 9 months of age is identified with a note “Enterered or 
modified after the animal was 9 months of age”. Also, additional 
tutorial for event submission directly online and birth date 
certificate were developed.

Proposed regulatory amendments
On March 18, 2023, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) published proposed amendments to Part XV Health 
of Animals Regulations (Identification and Traceability). The 
consultation period is open to comments until June 16th, 
2023.

2023 CCIA Board of Directors
CCIA held its Annual General Meeting on April 4, followed by a 
meeting of the Board of Directors. We are pleased to announce 
that the Executive Committee remains unchanged with Lyle 
Miller (ACFA) as the Chairman, Howard Bekkering (ABP), Vice-
Chair, Dr.Oliver Schunitch (CVMA), Finance Chair, Ken Perlich 
(LMAC) and Ivan Johnson (MBC), members at large.

New members to the Board include Ryder Lee and Matthew 
Atkinson, both representing the Canadian Cattle Association. 
They join Duncan Barnett (BCBA), Matt Bowman (CCA), Sylvain 
Bourque (QBP), Cam Daniels (CMA), Kim O’Neil (CMA), Don 
Hargrave (BFO), Nancy Howatt (MBP), Yvonne Mills (CBA), 
Corlena Patterson (CSF) and David Saretsky (CLDA). The 
Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association has not appointed 
their director yet. 

Your feedback is important
Board members and staff are always looking for ways to 
improve our service and support, and value your feedback. 
Please contact a director or the CCIA office any time at 1-877-
909-2333 or info@canadaid.ca.

UPDATE TO LMAC APRIL, 2023

CCIA Year in Review
Anne Brunet-Burgess – General Manager



26 LMAC 2023 ANNUAL REPORT

NFACC has released three Codes of Practice over the last few 
years. The farmed salmonids Code (a first-ever for Canada) was 
released in 2021, followed by an updated goat Code of Practice 
in 2022, and an updated dairy cattle Code of Practice in March 
of 2023. Each Code was initiated by the national industry lead 
organization for the sector. All Codes can be found online at 
www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice. 

In the summer of 2022 NFACC paused the update to the 
2001 Transport Code of Practice (including a module for 
Intermediary Sites) due to several challenges, which are 
outlined below.

When the Transport Code update was initiated in 2018, 
everyone knew it would be a challenging and complex 
undertaking; a multi-species Code covering animals from 
14 national on-farm Codes. Since that time, the challenges 
increased and have included:

• Lack of a national lead organization.   
The absence of a national livestock and poultry transport 
organization meant there was no lead to undertake the 
many roles and responsibilities in shepherding a Code 
through the process. 

• The pandemic.  
After February 2020, Code Working Groups and the Code 
Committee were unable to meet in person, a crucial 
element and one that facilitates the consensus-building 
so essential to the process.

• An evolving regulatory environment.  
Shortly after the project began, federal regulations 
around animal welfare in transport were materially and 
significantly amended. The Health of Animals Regulations 
Part XII: Transport of Animals were heavily revised and 
evergreen Interpretive Guidance added. 

After pausing the Transport Code’s update, a review was 
undertaken to examine potential options and next steps for 
the Code. Stakeholders were consulted on whether further 
efforts should be made to update the Transport Code or 
if, considering the many challenges, all efforts should be 
ceased. LMAC provided helpful and important feedback to 
the review. NFACC has greatly valued LMAC’s contributions on 
behalf of the livestock auction sector throughout this project. 
More details on the review process and the final decision by 
NFACC’s board will be made available soon at: www.nfacc.ca/
news?articleid=428. 

Going forward, several livestock and poultry groups are 
queuing up for Code updates, including the Canadian Cattle 
Association (CCA). CCA would like to update the Beef Cattle 
Code, last updated in 2013. NFACC is in the process of applying 
for project funding that will enable these Code updates. The 
aim is to begin work by Fall 2023. 

NATIONAL FARM ANIMAL CARE COUNCIL (NFACC)

Update on Codes of Practice
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The last full fiscal year 
available for reporting is the 
2021/22 year, ended March 
31, 2022. The total revenue 
for the Canadian Beef Check-

Off Agency was $18,875,500 on cattle marketed, net of the 
provincial portion of the federal levy.

The total check-off funds collected from cattle marketings 
were allocated as:

• 55 per cent to market development and promotion

• 27 per cent to research

• 12 per cent retained by provincial cattle associations for 
regional marketing and research

• 6 per cent to public and stakeholder engagement

The import levy on beef cattle, beef and beef products 
imported into Canada was collected at a rate of $1 per head

equivalent, for a total of $1,065,008. These funds, net 
administration, are allocated to unbranded, generic beef 
marketing such as nutrition marketing, recipe development 
and culinary skills education.

Last year, the Agency completed another study to evaluate 
the benefits of the beef check-off in Canada, with the results 
ready just after the close of the fiscal year. For this study, a new 
methodology was put place by new researchers, and involved 
the analysis of more data than ever before in these studies. 
Ultimately, researchers found that the total benefit-cost ratio 

of the check-off and import levy in Canada was $33:1, which 
shows there is strong value for the investments made into the 
Canadian beef industry. More details on the methodology and 
results can be found online at cdnbeefcheckoff.ca/value.

We have been working to increase visibility in our inspection 
and education program, which allows our inspectors to work 
directly with auction markets across the country to look 
deeper into national check-off remittances and rates, and find 
ways to make the process simpler, clearer and easier. We want 
to help auction markets collect and remit national check-off as 
efficiently as possible to put the collected dollars to work for 
the Canadian beef industry.

The Agency’s inspectors worked with dealers and auction 
markets in BC, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario in the 
past year to help reduce slippage and increase compliance. 
Through our audits, we have found that the majority of dealers 
and auction markets are doing the right thing when it comes 
to check-off collection, and we work with those who need a 
little extra help. Our goal is to educate, and to help find more 
efficient ways of collecting and remitting.

For the upcoming fiscal year, the Canadian Beef Cattle Check-
Off and Canada’s Beef Import Levy is estimated to bring in 
approximately $17,652,500 in gross revenue. Agency Members 
approved a 2023/24 administration budget at $1,000,850. The 
Agency plans to run a deficit budget for the second year in 
a row to invest funds from the surplus reserve into targeted 
and measurable programs. The 4.5% administration on all 
collected check-off continues to facilitate the deficit budget.

The Agency projects the total check-off revenue, after 
4.5% administration is deducted, to be allocated as 56% to 
market development and promotion, 26% to research, 13% 
to provincial initiatives and 5% to public and stakeholder 
engagement (PSE).

Jeff Smith 
Chair, Canadian Beef Check-Off Agency

CANADIAN

Beef Check Off Agency LMAC REPORT

JEFF SMITH, Chair
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The Beef Cattle Research Council 
(BCRC) is Canada’s industry-led 
funding agency for beef, cattle and 
forage research and extension. 

The BCRC is led by a 14-member Council, comprised of 14 
producers and one member at large, and is funded in part 
through a portion of the Canadian Beef Cattle Check-Off.  

Generating Value from Every Research Dollar

In 2021/22, the BCRC received on average $0.67 of every 
$2.50 of the Canadian Beef Cattle Check-Off collected by the 
provinces. This funding was leveraged with Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada Canadian Agricultural Partnership Beef 
Cluster funding, where industry contributed 34% or $1.3 
million, and government contributed 66% or $2.5 million. 
An additional $5.9 million in research funding and $800,000 
in-kind from government and industry partners was also 
leveraged using Check-off dollars through initiatives outside 
of the Cluster.  

Tackling Industry Priorities
The BCRC currently funds 90+ research and extension projects 
led by researchers nationwide, in partnership with more than 
40 funding agencies and 40 research facilities. A few of the 
most recent research project findings include: 

• Between 2018 and 2020 the Canadian Cattle sector 
contributed $3.35 to the Canadian GDP for every dollar 
of farm cash receipts. For every $1 of income received 
directly by workers and farm owners in the beef industry, 
another $6.25 of income is received elsewhere. 

• A portable x-ray camera can achieve adequate image 
quality for automatic analysis and age verification 
but would need a mechanism to ensure repeatable 
placement of the x-ray camera.  

• Hormones used in the feedlots break down quickly and 
don’t enter downstream waterways. 

• Monitoring trends in feedlot antibiotic use continues 
to be important to safeguard antibiotic effectiveness, 
reduce disease risk, avoid trade constraints and maintain 
public and consumer confidence in the beef industry. 

Producer Resources and Industry Engagement
The BCRC develops and distributes producer and stakeholder 
resources including fact sheets, interactive decision-making 
tools, industry magazine articles, blog posts, infographics, 
radio clips, videos and webinars. A few recent resources 
include: 

• “Five Management Tips to Make a Big Impact in Small 
Herds” article

• New “Bull Management” and “Heifer Development” 
webpages on BeefResearch.ca

• “Record-Keeping Part 3: Keeping Production Data to 
Improve the Supply Chain” webinar  

• “How to Calculate Your Carrying Capacity” video and 
interactive calculator

• “How to Intervene with a Difficult Calving” Calf911 video 
and calving decision tree 

• “Beef or Bin? Valuing Annual Crops for Feed” article and 
Value of Crops for Livestock Feed Calculator 

• “Chute Decisions – Using Low Tech and High Tech 
Record Systems to Help Make Decisions Chute-side” 
article 

Subscribe (BeefResearch.ca/blog/subscribe) to learn more 
about BCRC initiatives, resources and decision-making tools 
for beef producers at BeefResearch.ca.

LIVESTOCK MARKETS ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

Beef Cattle Research Council Report
Craig Lehr – Chair



LMAC 2023 ANNUAL REPORT 29

The National Cattle Feeders’ Association (NCFA) serves 
as a unified voice for Canada’s fed cattle producers. Our 
membership is comprised of provincial beef organizations 
from Canada’s major cattle feeding regions, each of which 
contributes funding to NCFA based on their province’s 
proportionate share of total fed cattle production.

This year the cattle industry faced a number of challenges. 
In partnership, we have worked to minimize the impact 
of challenges and harness opportunities for growth and 
competitiveness for Canadian fed cattle producers. NCFA 
action on key issues include:

• Successfully advocating for a timely resolution to the CP 
Rail strike

• Halting Health Canada’s front-of-package (FOP) warning 
labels on ground beef

• Advocacy on legislation to expand the carbon tax 
exemption to all farm fuels

• Guidance on animal transport and transfer of care

• Working on a methane reduction strategy by supporting 
innovation in feeds

• Securing ongoing improvements to the temporary 
foreign workers program

• Seeking resources for a Canadian foot and mouth vaccine 
bank and preparedness strategy

• Actively lobbying government on labour shortages, 
access to innovation, balanced environmental measures, 
business risk management changes, rural infrastructure 
and transport requirements (for drivers and livestock)

NCFA has been actively advocating on animal welfare 
concerns associated with the mandatory use of electronic 
logging devices (ELDs) for livestock transporters. NCFA has 
been encouraging the harmonization of Canadian live animal 
transport regulations with the U.S. legislation that includes an 
exemption from hours of service for livestock haulers within a 
150 air-mile radius from the origin and destination of their trip. 
In the interim, we are requesting the immediate provision of 
strong guidance to all enforcement officers that clearly states 
that animal welfare issues are defined as ‘emergency situations’ 
in Subsections 76(1) and (2) of the Commercial Vehicle Drivers 
Hours of Service Regulations.

NCFA has also been reviewing the proposed CFIA traceability 
regulations and will be requesting amended approaches 
to specific requirements on transportation and move-in 
information, as well as the reduced scope of approved feedlot 
tagging activities. NCFA appreciates consultation with LMAC 
on this matter and will look for opportunities to continue 
working together.

NCFA has always believed that industry collaboration 
strengthens Canada’s beef industry by increasing leverage 
with government and encouraging action on our critical 
concerns and priorities. We welcome the opportunity to work 
together with LMAC on issues that are relevant to both sectors 
and will help drive success in our collective industry.

All NCFA policy positions and consultations are posted on our 
website at nationalcattlefeeders.ca and updates can also be 
found on NCFA’s Twitter: @NACattleFeeders.

Sincerely, 
Janice Tranberg, President & CEO 
National Cattle Feeders’ Association

NATIONAL CATTLE FEEDERS’ ASSOCIATION (NCFA)

2023 REPORT for LMAC
JANICE TRANBERG, President & CEO
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Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+) and VBP+ Delivery 
Services Inc. (VBP+ Inc.) have continued to show steady 
growth in the 2022-2023 time period.

VBP+, which delivers training and maintains the VBP+ 
standard and accreditations which VBP+ holds, launched 
the Canadian Cattle Learning Center (CCLC) (www.
canadiancattlelearningcenter.com) in 2022. The CCLC features 
the VBP+ training, offered as a whole course or by module. 
VBP+ training encompasses best management practices 
as well as information for successful certification, corrective 
action resolution and scoring in all key indicators, Community 
Leadership and Social Responsibility, Animal Health, Animal 
Care, Animal Nutrition, Vulnerable, Distressed and High 
Risk, Transportation, Biosecurity, Emergency Preparedness, 
Environmental Stewardship and Training and Mentoring. A 
key component of the new training is the inclusion of self-
assessment components that correlate to the areas evaluated 
during certification. This allows the producer to self-assess 
themselves prior to requesting certification to determine 
readiness. A self-assessment course is also available on the 
CCLC.

In the near future, the CCLC is looking to launch a suite of 
continuing education courses related to the VBP+ standard 
and best management practices (BMP’s) in areas of interest for 
Canadian beef producers such as, Remote Drug Deliver Device 
use, Medicated Feed (in response to new feed regulations), 
Transportation of Cattle by Owner and more.

VBP+ maintains an equivalency with the Canadian Roundtable 
for Sustainable Beef’s Certified Sustainable Beef Framework, 
Technical 1 recognition with the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency’s Food Safety Recognition program and has 
made application to the Standards Council of Canada for 
accreditation to deliver the Free from Growth

Enhancing Products program. VBP+ continues to seek various 
accreditations and equivalencies with its program to expand 
initiatives and value for Canadian beef producers through one 
certification process.

VBP+ Delivery Services Inc. (VBP+ Inc.) is a stand-alone 
organization which delivers certifications on behalf of VBP+.

VBP+ Inc. maintains auditors in each of the Canadian provinces, 
who perform on-farm audits in all sectors of the Canadian beef 
industry. VBP+ Inc. also delivers renewal activities, including 
record assessments and selfdeclarations for the complete five-
year audit cycle.

VBP+ Inc. has seen the number of operations certified to 
the VBP+ standard remain fairly constant. There have been a 
number of operations attaining certification their numbers 
have been offset by operations that have declined to maintain 
or renew certification. While the number of operations certified 
has remained constant, the number of head and the number 
of acres under the management of certified operations has 
continued to increase. The largest increase in certifications has 
been in the province of Saskatchewan, driven by provincial 
investments in infrastructure linked to certification through 
the Beef Cattle – Animal Health and Biosecurity Producer 
Program under the previous Canadian Agriculture Partnership 
(CAP) and newly launched Sustainable Canadian Agriculture 
Partnership (SCAP). There are now more active certified 
operations in Saskatchewan than any other province, a 
distinction previously held by the province of Alberta.

Other drivers of certification remain Cargill’s Qualifying Cattle 
Credit and the new Recognition Credit programs as well as 
Farm Credit Canada’s Sustainability Incentive Program. These 
programs are all initiated through the Canadian Roundtable 
for Sustainable Beef partnerships.

Verified Beef Production Plus
LMAC REPORT

Shannon Argent, VBP+ Business Manager
www.verifiedbeef.ca
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(All images) Source: VBP+ Internal Data as of March 31, 2023
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Diamond SPONSORS
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Gold SPONSORS
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Silver SPONSORS

Gold SPONSORS
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Platinum SPONSORS
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lmacmarkets.com
rwrightlmac@gmail.com

VIP SPONSORS


